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P R O GR AM M E S  &  
SI GN I F I C AN T  D AT E S :  

 
Darbar Sahib Daily 
Open from 9.00am to 7.00pm  
for Metha Tek. 
 
Wednesday Program 
6.00pm -7.00pm – Rehras and 
Kirtan followed by Sukhasan 
Seated langgar  ~ 7:15pm – 8:00pm 
 
Sunday Program 
9:00am -11:15am – Japji Sahib, 
Kirtan and Samapti of program 
Seated langgar  ~ 11:15 – 12:30 
 
 
VAISAKHI PROGRAM 
Celebrated on Tuesday 13 April 
2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message 
 Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa 

Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh 

 

I can’t believe that over a 

year has passed since 

COVID-19 hit us. The SSSA 

Management Committee 

(MC) has tried its best to 

adhere to SA Health 

regulations and manage our 

COVID plan accordingly as 

things have changed.  

The MC has had to 

constantly keep up to date 

and change the Gurdwara 

programs accordingly. Due 

to the fluctuating COVID 

changes, we had to cancel 

the Diwali program at the 

very last minute too and 

apologise for any 

inconveniences caused. In 

January Siri Guru Gobind 

Singh Ji Prakash Akhand 

Paath was kept being the 

first Akhand Paath since 

lockdown restrictions came 

in place in March 2020. 

 

The MC thanks everyone for 

their cooperation in assisting 

us to manage our Gurdwara 

activities in-line with our 

COVID plan. We also thank 

all the Sewadaars who have 

come forward to assist us in 

various ways to manage the 

kitchen, the serving of the 

langgar and the cleanliness 

in such an orderly fashion 

for the safety of all 

concerned.   

 

The legal (civil) action 

against the SSSA after the 

2020 AGM is pending with 

mediation still in progress. 

The MC has been working 

hard to keep the activities 

going including the 

maintenance, repairs, and 

improvements to the 

building. More information is 

provided below.  

With April, also comes 

Vaisakhi, which is probably 

one of the most significant 

dates in the Sikh Calendar. 

Please refer to flier below 

about the programs at the 

Gurdwara for Vaisakhi and a 

message from the PM of 

Australia.  

 

On behalf of the MC, I would 

like to wish everyone a 

Happy Vaisakhi. 

 

Gurdev Kaur Bahl 

Acting President 

 
 

 

 

VAISAKHI AKHAND 
PAATH 

16 -18 April 2021 
 

Akhand Paath Arambh  
Friday 16 April  8:30am 
 
Akhand Paath Bhog     
Sunday 18 April 8:30am 
 

Please contact the Secretary on 0405760168 or email secretary@sikhsssa.org.au 

Note: The SSA is not doing Home Programs at this stage because of COVID 

restrictions and the fact that we do not have a resident Jatha. 
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TREASURY NEWS 

With the gradual lifting of COVID19 restrictions, the activities at Gurdwara has been slowly increasing and with it has 

come a gradual increase in our income. We had a tough 2020 and many of our members and the general Sangat have 

kept up their support by making donations to the Gurdwara so that we could stay afloat. We sincerely thank all of them 

for their generous donations. 

Our income dropped drastically (by almost 50%) when compared with the income received during pre-Covid times. The 

Treasury has kept a very tight grip on expenses and this has resulted in a gradual increase in our bank balances. The 

MC has in spite of the challenging times managed to pay down the Loan by $30,000.00 in January 2021. As a result of 

the repayment the interest charge has decreased by $122.25 per month.  We hope to further reduce the Loan by 

another $20000.00 - $30,000.00 before the end of this financial year which should result in a further reduction in interest 

expense during the next financial year. 

The combined bank balance of both our accounts as at 31 March 2021 stood at $60,274.36. We anticipate to further 

increase this balance in April with forthcoming Vaisakhi celebration. 

Membership subscriptions for the financial year 2020/21 are due and the last day for payment is no later than 30 June 

2021. Members who have yet to make their annual subscription payments are strongly encouraged to do so by the due 

date so that they can be financial members for the forthcoming AGM. 

We also encourage Ordinary Members to convert their membership to Life membership. During the last financial year, 

we managed to convert 13 Ordinary Membership to Life Membership. 

We wish to thank all of you for your support and feel free to contact us if you have any concerns. 

 

MAINTENANCE / BUILDING ISSUES 

Since Covid we have been on a roller coaster with the day to day functioning at the Gurdwara as you are all well aware. 

Irrespective of this, certain maintenance has to carry on and we looked at some jobs which could be organised during 

this "slow" period.  

One task we have focused on lately is the wooden cladding of the building which is in need of repairs and needs painting 

from time to time. As it is both a big job and a costly one, it has been on the back burner for some time. Being woodwork 

it cannot be delayed so we have decided to do the painting in stages and have it completed sooner rather than later. 

We will be starting painting from the kitchen end of the building, which is the area which needs the most attention. 

Eventually all the woodwork will be painted, including the langgar hall windows which are in poor condition.  

You would have also noticed flickering of the down lights in the Darbar Sahib. The lights were incompatible with the 

transformers that were originally installed and were also of a higher voltage. So all the downlights in the Darbar Sahib 

and the foyer area have been changed to brighter and efficient LED lights. So now we have a brighter environment with 

less energy consumption. 

Another major task we have on hand is a crack that has been propagating in one of the back walls of the building. We 

have a civil engineering company looking at it and we will inform you more on this in the following newsletters. 
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Vesakhi  

 

His tory  o f  Bai sak hi  

Baisakhi or Vaisakhi Festival 

is celebrated as the Sikh 

New Year and the founding 

of the Khalsa Panth.  

History of Baisakhi traces its 

origin from the Baisakhi Day 

celebrations of 1699 

organized by the Tenth Sikh 

Guru, Guru Gobind Singh to 

form Khalsa - Brotherhood 

of Saint Soldiers to fight 

against tyranny and 

oppression. 

Story of Baisakhi 

The story of Baisakhi 

Festival began with the 

martyrdom of Guru Teg 

Bahadur, the ninth Sikh 

Guru who was publicly 

beheaded by the 

Aurungzeb, the Mughal 

ruler. Aurungzeb wanted to 

spread Islam in India and 

Guru Tegh Bahadur stood 

up for the rights of Hindus 

and Sikhs and the Mughals 

therefore saw him as a 

threat. 

After the death of Guru Teg 

Bahadur, his son, Guru 

Gobind Singh became the 

next Guru of the Sikhs. Guru 

Gobind Singh wished to 

instill courage and strength 

to sacrifice among his fellow 

men.  

To fulfil his dream, Guru 

Gobind Singh called on the 

historic Baisakhi Day 

congregation of Sikhs at 

Keshgarh Sahib near 

Anandpur on March 30, 

1699. 

When thousands of people 

assembled for Guru’s 

blessing, Guru Gobind Singh 

came out of the tent 

carrying an unsheathed 

sword. He gave a powerful 

speech to infuse courage 

amongst fellowmen. At the 

end of the speech he said 

that every great deed was 

preceded by equally great 

sacrifice and demanded that 

anyone prepared to give his 

life come forward.  

On the Guru’s third call, a 

young man offered himself. 

The Guru took the man 

inside a tent and reappeared 

alone with a bloodied 

sword. Guru Gobind Singh 

asked for another volunteer. 

This was repeated another 

four times until a total of 

five Sikhs had gone into the 

tent with the Guru.  

Everyone present was 

worried and though that 

Guru Gobind Singh has 

killed five Sikhs. At this 

point Guru presented all the 

five men before the people. 

Every one present was 

surprised to see all five men 

alive and wearing turbans 

and saffron-coloured 

garments. 

These five men were called 

Panj Piara or 'Beloved Five' 

by the Guru. The Guru 

blessed them with a Pahul 

ceremony. In an iron vessel, 

the Guru stirred with a 

sword called Khanda Sahib, 

the batasha that his wife, 

Mata Sundari Ji had put into 

water. The congregation 

recited verses from 

scriptures as the Guru 

performed the sacred 

ceremony. The water was 

now considered the sacred 

nectar of immortality called 

amrit.  

It was first given to the five 

volunteers, then drunk by 

the guru and later 

distributed amongst the 

crowd. With this ceremony, 

all those present, 

irrespective of caste or 

creed, became members of 

the Khalsa Pantha (the 

Order of the Pure Ones). 

 

The Guru regarded the Panj  

Piaras as the first members 

of the Khalsa and the 

embodiment of the Guru 

himself.  

With the constitution of the 

Panj Pyare the high and low 

castes were amalgamated 

into one as among the 

original Panj Pyare, there 

was one Khatri, shopkeeper; 

one Jat, farmer; one 

Chhimba, calico printer; one 

Ghumar, water-carrier; and 

one Nai, a barber. 

 The Guru gave the surname 

of Singh (Lion) to every Sikh 

and also took the name for 

himself. From Guru Gobind 

Rai he became Guru Gobind 

Singh. This was seen as a 

great step in national 

integration because society 

at that time was divided on 

the basis of religion, caste 

and social status. 

Guru Gobind Singh also 

bestowed on Khalsa, the 

unique Sikh identity. He 

directed Sikhs to wear five 

K's: Kesh or long hair, 

Kangha or comb, Kripan or 

dagger, Kachha or shorts 

and a Kara or bracelet. 

 Guru Gobind Singh also 

discontinued the tradition 

of Gurus and asked all Sikhs 

to accept the Grantha Sahib 

as their eternal guide. He 

urged them to come to him 

with their hair and beard 

unshorn to get baptized by 

the sword. 

Source: 
http://www.baisakhifestival.co

m/history-of-baisakhi.html 

 

http://www.baisakhifestival.com/history-of-baisakhi.html
http://www.baisakhifestival.com/history-of-baisakhi.html


 
 
 
 

   
 

 

Darbar Sahib & Supervision of Children 

Please turn off mobile phones before entering the Darbar Sahib.  

 

Please maintain silence in the Darbar Sahib including the foyer area outside the main Darbar Sahib . Parents 

are requested to supervise and be responsible for their children AT ALL TIMES and encourage them to sit 

and maintain silence. Parents are to prohibit their children from playing and treating the area as a playground.  

 

Please help us to respect and maintain the sanctity of the Darbar Sahib and the foyer upstairs and wait 

outside of the Darbar Sahib when the Ardas and the Hukam-nama is being read.  

 

Guru-ka-Langgar  

 

Guru-ka-langgar on Wednesday and Sunday is now served seated in the dining room. We are still obliged to continue 

with our COVID safe plan and the government’s regulations. We now have 75% capacity seating in the dining area which 

is about 102 people seated on chairs and 32 seated on the floor. We thank you for your cooperation in adhering to the 

Covid Marshals instructions when you enter the dining room. We thank the young Sewadaars who have come forward to 

assist us in serving the food and maintaining cleanliness as they sanitise the tables after each seating.  

 

Once the langgar hall is filled for one seating, the doors are closed until tables are cleaned and sanitized again. Others 

are encouraged to please wait upstairs in the Darbar Sahib / foyer area to avoid crowding downstairs outside the dining 

room which does not allow for the 1.5m social distancing (which we are still obliged to follow).  

 

A reminder to all Sangat that left over langgar can be taken but only AFTER ALL have eaten – please consider that there 

are Sewadaars involved in serving, cleaning, washing the dishes, counting the Golak monies or attending a meeting who 

may not have had langgar.  

 

As per plans prior to Covid regarding the streamlining of the cooking and the langgar, we are pleased to say it is working 

well. The Kitchen Working Group (KWG) discusses the items the sponsoring family wish to have served (within the 

restrictions of the current menu that can be organized within the set cost), and the sponsoring family donates the cost 

of the langgar to the MC. The KWG then organizes the purchase of langgar items and try as much as possible to use 

donated items from the store. This prevents the build of donated ingredients in the store that then become outdated. 

The KWG is then responsible to prepare the langgar with the help of dedicated Sewadaars. Restricted numbers of people 

from the sponsoring family are encouraged to assist especially in the cleaning and washing up after langgar. 

 

There may have been circumstances that food or food item pilfering has occurred and we sincerely hope that this is not 

a continuous issue and may have just been a one off matter. Should this occur again then further action may be taken.  

 

 
 Announcements  



 

Car Park and Roadworks 
 

Please do not block any cars in the car park. If the car park is full, please seek parking in the side streets.  

 

Details of the Roadworks happening on the Freeway as they become available will be communicated to Members and 

the Sangat. 

 

Punjabi School 

 

After a challenging 2020 School year or remote learning and teaching 34 new students are now enrolled in 

the Punjabi School where face to face classes commenced in Term 1 2021  currently running on Sundays during 

normal School Term days. 

 

Thanks to all teaching and school committee staff in managing the study and delivery of classes in these 

challenging times and students and parents for supporting the school . 

 

New enrolments are open throughout the year and any child from 4.5 years to 18 years can enrol, to enrol 

please see any school committee member. Enrolments this year are done online and can be done in Eliza 

Room during school times.  

 

In March the Punjabi School was very excited to welcome local Adelaide author Jane Jolly to launch her new children 

book – “Star of Anise” - based on Sikh factually and historically details regarding the very earliest Sikh settlers in 

Australia. Anyone wishing to purchase copies of the book signed by the author can contact Amardeep Singh.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Announcements (cont’d) 
apr) 



COVID Restrictions: 

Although restrictions have been eased, SSSA is still obliged to have a COVID plan as per SA Health requirements.  

The MC wishes to thank everyone for their cooperation in maintaining social distancing, hygiene, COVID tracking, and 

supporting the COVID Marshals. We hope everyone continues to give us their support in these difficult and changing 

times.  

Further information on SA Health COVID Restrictions can be found at https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/restrictions-

and-responsibilities/activities-and-gatherings 

 

 

VAISAKHI PROGRAM POSTER 
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VAISAKHI MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA 

  

 
  

PRIME MINISTER  

  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER  

  

VAISAKHI 2021  

  

  

Sat Sri Akal!  

  

I send my warmest wishes to everyone observing Vaisakhi across Australia, as you celebrate the spring harvest and a new solar year.   

  

Last year, as we faced the emergence of a once-in-a-century pandemic, Sikh communities could not observe this most important holiday with 

traditional splendour.  

  

Guided by their faith and concern for others, the Sikh community chose to put family, neighbours, community and country first.  

  

It was in keeping with your community’s beliefs, character, and values.  

  

During our Black Summer of bushfires, Sikh volunteers dropped everything and began cooking hot meals for bushfire-affected communities in 

Victoria.  

  

Likewise, when the pandemic hit, Sikh groups right across the nation leapt to the task of preparing and delivering food and groceries to international 

students, the elderly and the isolated.   

  

These acts of extraordinary generosity and selflessness speak powerfully to the Sikh spirit of service; a deep humanity that is characteristic of your 
ongoing contributions to Australia — this special place we call home.   
  

The example you set reflects the best of us.   

  

I send my best wishes to the Sikh Australian community for an enjoyable Vaisakhi celebration. I hope the coming year brings all the blessings you 

wish for.   

  
The Hon Scott Morrison MP  

Prime Minister of Australia   

April 2021  

Sikh Society of South Australia   


